
@datacite

Introduction to
Types and Value of Persistent Identifiers 
(PIDs)

Mohamad Mostafa
Regional Engagement Specialist: Middle East & Asia
mohamad.mostafa@datacite.org
NARIMA (Northern African Research and Innovation Association) Launch Event

February 21, 2024

@_MohamadMostafa
@datacite

https://twitter.com/datacite
mailto:mohamad.mostafa@datacite.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://twitter.com/_MohamadMostafa


Persistent identifiers
 (PIDs)



PIDs
 What is a persistent identifier (PID)?

https://research-data.urosario.edu.c
o/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.

34848/GJO6SY
https://doi.org/10.34848/GJO6SY

Unique alphanumeric string referring to a 
digital resource.

Always points to the same resource 
(a metadata representation)

DOIs for research outputs and resources
https://doi.org/10.5281/

zenodo.3630248

ORCID iDs for researchers
https://orcid.org/

0000-0001-6622-4910

ROR IDs for research organizations
https://ror.org/01y2jtd41

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3630248
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3630248
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6622-4910
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6622-4910
https://ror.org/01y2jtd41


PIDs for people, places and things

PIDs for people (researchers) 
include ISNI and ORCID

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6622-4910

PID for places (research 
institutions) include ROR

https://ror.org/01y2jtd41

PIDs for things (research out outs and 
resources) include DOIs, handles, IGSN, 

ARK and more

https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.708gr

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6622-4910
https://ror.org/01y2jtd41


PIDs for people



PIDs for organisations 



Structure Designing your own suffix:

● Avoid semantic information
● Make them simple and unique
● 0-9; a-z; A-Z; -(dash); .(dot); 

_(underscore); : (colon) and / (slash)
● Case insensitive

DOI system 
proxy server

Prefixes assigned to 
DataCite by the 

International DOI 
Foundation

Suffixes assigned by 
repository or 

automatically by 
DataCite 

PROXY PREFIX SUFFIX//

https://doi.org 10.1234 d567-4xf7//

Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

https://support.datacite.org/docs/doi-basics 

https://support.datacite.org/docs/doi-basics


Resource Types in 
DataCite Registry 



Value of PIDs



PIDs help in 

● Improving the visibility and discoverability
● Enhancing the accessibility of your outputs
● Making your research datasets FAIR
● Recognising for all your research outputs beyond the journal article
● Increasing citations
● Connecting your research outputs and resources with the global ecosystem
● Increasing the impact of your institution
● Promoting Open Research practices & FAIR Principles 



Persistent Identifiers

Implementing PIDs in research workflows can enhance the visibility and 
accessibility of research outputs within the Open Research framework. This 

practice  promotes more transparency, collaboration and trust in the 
research ecosystem.

Persistent Identifiers in 
Research Workflows



Thank you!
Questions? 
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